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EDUCATION 
 
2005 Doctor of Philosophy, Department of Public Policy Studies, College of Public 

Service, Saint Louis University, St. Louis, Missouri 
 
1996 Master of Science, Program in Occupational Therapy, Washington University 

School of Medicine, St. Louis, Missouri 
 
1982 Bachelor of Science in Occupational Therapy, University of Illinois at the 

Medical Center, Chicago, Illinois 
 
LICENSURE AND CERTIFICATION  
 
2014-present Massachusetts Division of Professional Licensure (License # 11263) 

 
1982-present AOTCB/NBCOT Registration (483578) 
 
PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE AND ACADEMIC APPOINTMENTS 
 
2014-present Professor (2016) and Doctoral Capstone Coordinator, Department of 

Occupational Therapy, MGH Institute of Health Professions, Boston, MA 
 
2014-present Professor (2016), PhD Program in Rehabilitation Sciences, MGH Institute 

of Health Professions, Boston, MA 
 
2016-2020 Research Consultant, Great Plains ADA Center, Columbia, Missouri 
 
2014-2016 Project Contractor, National Board for Certification of Occupational 

Therapists, Baltimore, MD. 
 
2008-2014 Associate Professor (tenured July 2014) & Chair (June, 2010) Department 

of Occupational Therapy, University of Missouri, Columbia, Missouri 
 
2008-2014 Affiliate, Center for Health Policy, University of Missouri, Columbia, 

Missouri  
 

2008-2009 Assistant Professor-Joint Appointment, Public Health Program, University 
of Missouri, Columbia, Missouri  

 
2006-2008 Assistant Professor, Department of Kinesiology and Community Health, 

University of Illinois, Urbana, Illinois  
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1995-2006 Assistant Professor, Department of Occupational Therapy, Saint Louis 
University, St. Louis, Missouri  

 
1991-1995 Manager, Occupational Therapy and Outpatient Rehabilitation, Barnes-

Jewish Hospital, St. Louis, Missouri  
 
1992-1995 Instructor, Program in Occupational Therapy, Washington University 

School of Medicine, St. Louis, Missouri 
 

1991 Consultant & Hand Therapy Coordinator, Walt Disney World Physical 
Therapy, Lake Buena Vista, Florida 

 
1989-1991 Occupational Therapy Coordinator, Watson Clinic Center for 

Rehabilitative Medicine, Lakeland, Florida 
 

1987-1989 Administrator/Assistant Administrator, Healthsouth Rehabilitation Center 
of Orlando, Winter Park, Florida 

 
1985-1987 Director of Occupational Therapy, Healthsouth Rehabilitation Center of 

Orlando, Winter Park, Florida 
 

1984-1985 Occupational Therapist, Orlando Regional Medical Center, Orlando, 
Florida 

 
1982-1984 Occupational Therapist, Rural Champaign County Special Education 

Cooperative, Champaign, Illinois 
 
HONORS 
 
2022  Visiting Scholar, Summer Research Institute, Oxford University, Oxford, UK. 
2017, 2020, MGH Institute of Health Professions Department of Occupational Therapy 
2023  Award for Faculty Excellence 
2010  Management Development Program, Harvard University Graduate School 
2010  Leadership Development Program, University of Missouri 
2009  American Occupational Therapy Association, Roster of Fellows. 
2005  Saint Louis University School of Allied Health Professions Scholar of the Year. 
 
GRANTS 
Funded 
2016-2021 Disability and Rehabilitation Research Projects (DRRP):  Americans with  

Disabilities Act (ADA) National Network Regional Centers HHS-2016-ACL-
NIDILRR-DP-0143.  Role:  Research Consultant.  National Institute for Disability 
and Rehabilitation Research.  (4,999,999.00) 
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2012-2014 Disability and Rehabilitation Research Projects (DRRP):  Americans with  

Disabilities Act (ADA) National Network Regional Centers CFDA Number 
84.133A-6.  Role:  Research Consultant.  National Institute for Disability and 
Rehabilitation Research.  (4,999,999.00) 
 

2011-2012 Adapting and Evaluating the Health Literacy Universal Precautions Toolkit. Role:  
Principal Investigator.  University of Missouri Research Board Grant 
($29,448.00) 

2011-2012 Evaluating the Effectiveness of the Health Literacy Environment Review Process. 
Role: Principal Investigator.  University of Missouri Research Council Grant 
($7,067.00) 

  
2010-2014 Health Literacy Missouri Grant, Role: Investigator. Missouri Foundation for 

Health, ($677,069.00). 
 

2008-2010 Missouri Health Equity Collaborative Grant. Role:  Co-Principal Investigator. 
Missouri Foundation for Health, ($351,776.00).  

 
2006 Examining Disparities in Access to Health Care Due to Cost for Women with 

Disabilities. Role:  Principal Investigator. University of Illinois Campus Research 
Board Grant.  ($6,575.00).   

 
2005 Examining Employment Status of Persons with Disabilities by Type of Disability. 

Role:  Principal Investigator. Saint Louis University Summer Research Grant  
($4,587.00) Supplemental Award:  Stroble Summer Research Grant Winner. 
($1000) 

 
1999 Job Satisfaction and the Rehabilitation Professional, Part II. Role:  Principal 

Investigator  Saint Louis University Summer Research Grant:  ($3100.00)   
 

1997-1998 Evaluating the Professional Behaviors of Entry Level Occupational Therapy  
Students. Role:  Principal Investigator.  Saint Louis University School of Allied 
Health Faculty Research Award: ($2200.00) 

 
1997-1998 Curriculum Development in Ergonomics.  Role:  Co-Principal Investigator. Saint 

Louis University School of Allied Health Faculty Development Award: 
($1500.00) 
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Peer Reviewed Journals 

 
Smith, D.L. (2023, e-pub ahead of print). Social and environmental determinants of occupation: 

An intersectional concept focused on occupational justice and participation.  Journal of 
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Do, A., Smith, D.L., & Schoessow, K. (2022). Examining the relationship between race and 

ethnicity and depression in older adults with low vision.  Topics in Geriatric 
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Leslie, C.J., Donelan, K., Smith, D.L., Nicholas, P., & Buglione, M. (2022).  Health literacy 
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Ford, A.R., Smith, D.L., & Banister, G. (2021).  Recruitment and retention of minority 

occupational therapy practitioners.  American Journal of Occupational Therapy, 75, 
7501205150. https://doi.org/10/5-14/ajot.2021.039446  

 
Leslie, C., Hawkins, M., & Smith, D.L. (2020). Using the Health Literacy Questionnaire (HLQ) 

with providers in the early intervention setting: A qualitative validity testing study. 
International Journal of Environmental Research and Public Health, 17, 2603. 
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Jaegers, L.A., Skinner, E., Conners, B., Hayes, C., West-Bruce, S., Vaughn, M.G., Smith, 

D.L., & Barney, K.F. (2020). Evaluation of the jail-based Occupational Therapy 
Transition and Integration Services program for community reentry. American Journal of 
Occupational Therapy, 74, 7403205030. https://doi.org/10.5014/ajot.2020.035287  

 
Smith, D.L., Fleming, K., Brown, L., Allen, A., Baker, J., & Gallagher, M. (2020).  Occupational 

therapy and environmental sustainability:  A scoping review.  Annals of International 
Occupational Therapy, 3, 136-143. 

 
Leslie, C., Smith, D.L., & Nicolas, P.K. (2019).  Health literacy understanding of early 

intervention providers: A scoping review.  Journal of Nurse Practitioners, 15, 640-648. 
 
Jaegers, L.A. Skinner, E., Conners, B., Hayes, C., West-Bruce, S., Vaughn, M.G., Smith, D.L.& 
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integration services program for community re-entry.  American Journal of Occupational 
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Whitneck, G.G. (2018).  Examining driving and participation 5 years after traumatic 
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Wint, A.J., Smith, D.L., & Iezzoni, L.I. (2016). Mothers with physical disability:  Childcare 
adaptations at home.  American Journal of Occupational Therapy, 70, 7006220060p1-
7006220060p7. doi:10.5014/ajot.2016.021477 

 
Smith, D.L. (2015). Does the type of disability and participation in rehabilitation affect 

satisfaction of stroke survivors?  Results from the 2013 Behavioral Risk Factor 
Surveillance System (BRFSS).  Disability and Health Journal, 8, 557-563. 
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Smith, D.L.  (2015). The relationship between disability and employment for veterans from the 

2010 Medical Expenditure Panel Survey (MEPS).  Work, 51, 349-363. 
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gender from the 2004-2011 Behavioral Risk Factor Surveillance System (BRFSS).  
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factor surveillance system. Work:  A Journal of Prevention, Assessment and 
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Smith, D.L. (2007).  The relationship of type of disability and employment status from the 
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Randolph, D.S.  (2004).  Predicting the effect of disability on employment status and income. 
Work:  A Journal of Prevention, Assessment and Rehabilitation, 23, 257-266. 

 
Randolph, D.S. & Andresen, E.M. (2004).  Disability, gender and unemployment relationships in 

the United States from the behavioral risk surveillance system.  Disability & Society, 19,  
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Randolph, D.S.  (2003).  Evaluating the professional behaviors of entry-level occupational 

therapy students. Journal of Allied Health, 32, 116-121. 
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Smith, D.L. Social and Environmental Determinants of Occupation and the need for an 

intersectional approach to culturally meaningful practice.  Open Journal of Occupational 
Therapy. 

 
Non Peer Reviewed Journals 
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Kublin, S., Bis, S., Smith, D.L., & Maust, S. (2017, July).  Positioning interventions to facilitate 
fine motor skills in children with CHARGE syndrome and/or deafblindness.  DBI 
Review, 71-74. 

 
Smith, D.L. & Alston, R.J. (Summer/Fall 2008)  Employment disparities for minority women 

with disabilities. Impact:  Feature Issue on Employment and Women with Disabilities, 
21(1), 16-17.  Minneapolis, MN:  University of Minnesota Institute on Community 
Integration. 
 

Siler, W.L. & Randolph, D.S. (July, 2006).  A clinical look at clinical doctorates. Chronicle of 
Higher Education:  The Chronicle Review, 52, B12. 

 
Barnes, D.S.  (December, 1998).  Job satisfaction and the rehabilitation professional.  

Administration and Management Special Interest Section Quarterly.  14. 
 
Book Chapters 
 
Smith, D.L. & Leslie, C. (in press).  Health literacy across the lifespan.  In M. Pizzi and M. Amir 

(Eds.). Interprofessional Perspectives on Community Practice: Promoting Health, Well-
being and Quality of Life.   

 
Smith, D.L. & Concordia, M. (2019).  Why is policy important.  In K. Jacobs & G. L. 

McCormack (eds.) The OT Manager, 6th edition. Bethesda, MD:  AOTA Press. 
 
Smith, D.L. & Hudson, S.A. (2015).  Environmental factors:  Health, education, social and 

public policy.  In C. Christiansen, C. Baum, & J. Bass (eds.). Occupational Therapy:  
Enabling Performance, Participation and Well-being (4th ed.).  Thorofare, NJ:  Slack, 
Inc. 

Smith, D.L. & Hilton, C.L. (2013).  Intimate partner violence: Balancing issues of identity, 
disability culture and occupational justice to inform occupational therapy practice.  In D. 
Pierce (ed). Occupational Science for Occupational Therapy. Thorofare, NJ:  Slack, Inc.. 
pp. 157-167. 

 
Smith, D.L. (2010).  Health disparities in practice and the workplace:  A manager’s role in 

ensuring equitable client care. In G. McCormack and K. Jacobs (eds). The Occupational 
Therapy Manager, Rockville, MD:  AOTA. 
 

Harley, D.A., Smith, D.L. & Alston, R.J. (2009). Measures of Independent Living. In E. Mpofu 
& T. Oakland (eds). Assessment in Rehabilitation & Health. Upper Saddle River, NJ: 
Merrill. 
 

Smith, D.L. & Alston, R.J. (2009) Employment and Rehabilitation Issues for Minority Women 
with Disabilities in F. Balcazar, Y. Suarez-Balcazar, T.Taylor-Ritzler, & C. Keys, (eds.) 
Race, culture and disability:  Rehabilitation science and practice.  Jones and Bartlett:  
Boston, MA. 
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POSTERS/PLATFORMS 
 
October 2022 Smith, D.L. Is emergency preparedness a “disaster” for people with disabilities 

in the US?: A role for OT. Massachusetts Occupational Therapy  Fall Conference. 
October 28,2022. 

 
October 2022 Smith, D.L. Food insecurity for people with disabilities in the U.S.: A role for OT 

addressing occupational justice and participation.  Massachusetts Occupational 
Therapy Association Fall Conference. October 28,2022. 

 
August 2022 Smith, D.L. Is emergency preparedness a “disaster” for people with disabilities 

in the US?: A role for OT. World Federation of Occupational Therapy 18th 
Congress, Paris France. August 29,2022. 

 
August 2022 Smith, D.L. Food insecurity for people with disabilities in the U.S.: A role for OT 

addressing occupational justice and participation.  World Federation of 
Occupational Therapy 18th Congress, Paris France. August 29,2022. 

 
April 2019 Skinner, E., Jaegers, L., Barney, K., Smith, D.L., Conners, B., Hayes, C. 

Implementation evaluation of the jail based OT Transition and Integration 
Services (OTTIS) program.  Poster at the American Occupational Therapy 
National Conference, New Orleans, LA. 

 
April 2019 Fleming, K., Smith, D., Mondejar, O. & Moran, C.  Return to work for persons 

with burns:  A role for OT. Poster at the American Occupational Therapy National 
Conference, New Orleans, LA. 

 
April 2019 Jenney, N., Smith, D., & Maust, S. Effective body positions to enhance motor 

skills for students with deafblindness or CHARGE syndrome.  Poster at the 
American Occupational Therapy National Conference, New Orleans, LA. 

 
April 2019 Allen, A. Smith, D., & Rasmussen, S. The role of OT in evaluating accessibility 

and proposing environmentally sustainable solutions to barriers in municipal 
buildings.   Poster at the American Occupational Therapy National Conference, 
New Orleans, LA. 

 
May 2018 Bellenis, S., Smith, D. & Rejman, S. Occupational Therapy Delivery in Tanzania: 

A Program Evaluation of the Plaster House. World Federation of Occupational 
Therapists Congress 2018, Cape Town, South Africa. 

 
May 2018 Ford, A., Smith D., & Banister, G. Effectiveness of Mentorship Programs: The 

Transition and Retention of Minority Women in Healthcare Careers and 
Leadership Roles within Healthcare. World Federation of Occupational 
Therapists Congress 2018, Cape Town, South Africa. 
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May 2015 Smith, D.L. Examining client-centered communication and access for veterans 
with disabilities. Occupational Therapy Summit of Scholars.  Los Angeles, CA. 

 
Oct. 2007 Smith, D.L. & Hilton, C.A.  Violence against women with disabilities:  

Occupational injustice as an analyzing framework. Society for the Study of 
Occupation Research Conference. Albuquerque, NM. 

 
June, 2005 Randolph, D.S.  Evaluating the effect of the Americans with Disabilities Act on 

employment status and income for women with disabilities. Invited poster for the 
National Conference of the Institute for Women’s Policy Research, Washington 
D.C.  

 
June, 2003 Randolph, D.S. & Hilton, C.A. Context:  An occupational science baccalaureate 

course. Poster at American Occupational Therapy Association National 
Conference, Washington, D.C. 

 
INVITED PRESENTATIONS 
 
April 2022 Smith, D.L. Broadening Our Consideration of the “E”:  Occupational Justice 

and Environmental Sustainability.  American Occupational Therapy Association 
National Conference International Breakfast Keynote Speaker. San Antonio, TX. 

 
April 2022 Smith, D.L. Broadening Our Consideration of the “E”: Occupational Justice and 

Environmental Sustainability.  Climate Change and Health 2022:  A Roadmap for 
Grassroots Advocacy.  Boston, MA 

 
May 2016 Smith, D.L. ADA State of the Science Workshop.  National Association of 

Rehabilitation Research and Training Centers, Arlington, VA. 
 
April 2016 Smith, D.L. American Occupational Therapy Foundation State of the Science 

Symposium.  ADA and the State of Science in Occupational Therapy.  American 
Occupational Therapy Association National Conference, Chicago, IL. 

 
Sept. 2012 Smith, D.L., Pettyjohn, S. Health facility evaluation.  Health Literacy Missouri 

Summit.  Columbia, Missouri.  September 27-28, 2012.  
 
Oct. 2011 Smith, D.L., Hudson, S.  Improving patient provider communication:  Need and 

strategies. The Ethics of Effective Communication in Health Care.  Center for 
Health Ethics, University of Missouri, School of Medicine, October 6-8, 2011. 

 
Feb. 2010 Smith, D.L. Disability, gender and intimate partner violence: Relationships from 

the Behavioral Risk Factor Surveillance System.  The Bar Association of 
Metropolitan St. Louis Annual Social Security Law Update.  St. Louis, MO 

 
May 2008 Smith, D.L. Relationship of type of disability and employment. Illinois 

Rehabilitation Association, Bloomington, IL 
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Feb. 2008 Notaro, S.J., Smith, D.L. Fundamentals of Grantwriting for Public Health.  4th 

Annual Rural Public Health Institute, University of Illinois at Chicago. 
 
July, 2007 Smith D.L. & Alston, R.J. Employment and rehabilitation issues for minority 

women with disabilities.  Disability, race and culture: State of the science.  
University of Illinois-Chicago. 

 
April, 2007    Smith D.L. American Occupational Therapy Foundation Annual Research 

Colloquium.  Population Based Research. American Occupational Therapy 
National Conference, St. Louis, MO. 

 
PRESENTATIONS 
 
 
August 2022 Smith, D.L. Is emergency preparedness a “disaster” for people with disabilities 

in the US?: A role for OT. Lightning Talk. World Federation of Occupational 
Therapy 18th Congress, Paris France. August 29,2022. 

 
August 2022 Smith, D.L. Is emergency preparedness a “disaster” for people with disabilities 

in the US?: A role for OT. World Federation of Occupational Therapy 18th 
Congress, Paris France. August 29,2022. 

 
April 2021 Smith, D.L., Darnley, S., Dierkshede, K., Fogal, J., Lynch, T., & Young, M. 

Developing a doctoral capstone project process: Reflections at the 5 year mark!  
 American Occupational Therapy Association Annual Conference (Virtual). 
 
April 2019 Smith, D.L., Allen, A., Baker, J., Brown, L., Fleming, K., & Gallagher, M. 

Emerging roles for occupational therapy in ecological sustainability:  A scoping 
review.  Reducing the Impact of Climate Change on Health:  The Role of Health 
Care Professionals:  A Symposium.  Center for Climate Change, Climate Justice 
and Health. Boston, MA. 

 
Sept. 2016 Walker, L., & Smith, D.L. Disability in health professions education:  Revisiting 

technical standards to reduce barriers and increase diversity in admissions.  
National Association of Medical Minority Educators, Inc., Arlington, VA 

 
April 2016 Schoessow, K., & Smith, D.L. From laughing to learning-Using humor in the 

classroom.  EDSIS Buzz Session Faculty Subsection.  American Occupational 
Therapy Association Annual Conference, Chicago, IL 

 
April 2016 Richards, L., Alverez, L., Bendixen, R., Classen, S., D’Amico, M., Doucet, B., 

Jirikowic, T., Page, S., & Smith, D.L. AJOT and OTJR editors share tips to get 
your manuscript published.  American Occupational Therapy Association Annual 
Conference, Chicago, IL 
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April 2016 Smith, D.L. & Notaro, S.J. Is emergency preparedness a disaster for people with 
disabilities?  Results from the 2006-2012 BRFSS.  American Occupational 
Therapy Association Annual Conference, Chicago, IL. 

 
Oct. 2015 Smith, D.L., Chow, L. Serving those returning from war:  An OT’s role.  MAOT 

Fall Conference, Norwood, MA. 
 
April 2015 Richards, L., Smith, D.L., Bendixen, R., D’Amico, M., Doucet, B., Mulcahey, 

M.J. (AOTA) Getting your research published.  American Occupational Therapy 
Association Annual Conference, Nashville, TN. 

 
March 2015 Smith, D.L. Improving client-practitioner communication, satisfaction and 

adherence.  Massachusetts Occupational Therapy Association Conference.  
March 28, 2015.  Worchester, MA. 

 
June 2014 Smith, D.L. Disaster preparedness of persons with disabilities in the US from the 

2006-2012 Behavioral Risk Factor Surveillance System: A role for occupational 
therapy. World Federation of Occupational Therapy Congress.  Yokohama, 
Japan. 

 
April 2014 Smith, D.L. The relationship between employment and veteran status, disability 

and gender.  American Occupational Therapy Association Annual Conference.  
Baltimore, MD.   

 
Nov. 2013 Smith, D.L. Emergency preparedness for persons with disabilities.  Missouri 

Occupational Therapy Association Fall Conference.  St. Louis, MO. 
 
Nov. 2012 Smith, D.L., Hudson, S.  Improving Patient-Provider Communication.  Missouri 

Occupational Therapy Association Fall Conference.  Lake of the Ozarks, MO. 
 
April 2012 Smith, D.L., Hudson S.  Health Literacy:  Improving Patient-Provider 

Communication.  Missouri Speech-Language-Hearing Association Conference, 
Lake of the Ozarks, MO.   

 
May 2011 Hudson, S., Smith, D.L.  Empowering patients: A health literacy workshop to 

engage community groups.  Institute for Healthcare Advancement's 10th Annual 
Health Literacy Conference, Irvine, CA. 

 
Dec. 2010  Terry, M.S., Notaro, S.J., & Smith, D.L. (2010, December). Environmental 

Barriers of Restaurants Inhibit People with Disabilities. Poster session presented 
at the 4th Annual Center on Health, Aging, & Disability Symposium, Urbana, IL.  

 
Nov. 2010 Smith, D.L., Hudson, S. Creating a health literate environment:  Implications for 

Occupational Therapy.  Missouri Occupational Therapy Association Fall 
Conference.  St. Louis, MO. 
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Oct. 2010 Smith, D.L., Gateley, C., Krug, J.  Improving patient-provider communication. 
School of Health Professions Alumni Weekend Continuing Education.  Columbia, 
MO. 

 
April, 2010 Smith, D.L., Hudson, S. Creating a health literate environment:  Implications for 

Occupational Therapy.  American Occupational Therapy Association National 
Conference.  Orlando, FL. 

 
Nov. 2009 Smith, D.L. Butler, N. The importance of health literacy in ensuring effective 

client-provider communication:  Implications for OT. Missouri Occupational 
Therapy Association Annual Conference. St. Louis, MO. 

 
Sept.2009 Smith, D.L., Hudson, S., Butler, N. The importance of health literacy in ensuring 

effective client-provider communication. School of Health Professions Alumni 
Weekend Continuing Education. Columbia, MO. 

 
April 2009 Smith, D.L. Disparities in health care access for women with disabilities:  

Implications for occupational therapy intervention and advocacy.  American 
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