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DONNA L. APPLEBAUM, PT, DPT, MS 
617-724-6924 Dapplebaum@mghihp.edu 

 
CURRICULUM VITAE 

 
 
 
EDUCATION 

2002 Doctor of Physical Therapy 
MGH Institute of Health Professions, Boston, MA 

1998 Master of Science in Management 
Specialization in Health Services Management 
Lesley College, Cambridge, MA 

1986 Bachelor of Science in Physical Therapy 
Quinnipiac College, Hamden, CT 

 
 
PROFESSIONAL LICENSURE 
Massachusetts Physical Therapy License, # 6080 
 
 
ACADEMIC APPOINTMENTS 

2002-present Assistant Professor and Director of Clinical Education, Department of 
Physical Therapy, MGH Institute of Health Professions, Boston, MA 

• Associate Director of Clinical Education (2002-2007) 

• Director of Clinical Education (2007-present) 
 
 
CLINICAL APPOINTMENTS 

2005-2007 Per Diem Physical Therapist, Youville Hospital and Rehabilitation 
Center, Cambridge, MA 

2002-2005 Physical Therapist, Partners Home Care, Rockland, MA 

1993-2002 Manager, Rehabilitation Services 
Center Coordinator of Clinical Education, Physical Therapy 
Youville Hospital and Rehabilitation Center, Cambridge, MA 

1990-1993 Center Coordinator of Clinical Education, North Shore Medical 
Center, Shaughnessy-Kaplan Rehabilitation Hospital, Salem, MA 

1989-1993 Senior Physical Therapist, North Shore Medical Center, 
Shaughnessy-Kaplan Rehabilitation Hospital, Salem, MA 

1986-1989 Staff Physical Therapist, North Shore Medical Center, Shaughnessy-
Kaplan Rehabilitation Hospital, Salem, MA 
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PUBLICATIONS 
 
(Accepted), Applebaum D, Soper S, Norris T, Langerwerf L, Meachem C, Jensen G.  
Partnerships to Advance Excellence in Physical Therapy Education and Practice: The 
Time is Now. Phys Ther. 2022. 
 
Howman J, Wilkinson T, Engelhard C, Applebaum D. Collaborations in Clinical 
Education: Coordinating Top-Down and Bottom-Up Efforts to Advance Best Practices in 
Physical Therapist Education. J Allied Health. October 2018. 
 
McCallum C, Engelhard C, Applebaum D, Teglia V. Contemporary Role and 
Responsibilities of the Director of Clinical Education: A National Qualitative Study. J 
Phys Ther Educ. 32(4):312-324, December 2018. 
 
Engelhard C, McCallum C, Applebaum D, Teglia V. Development of an innovative 
taxonomy and matrix through examination of the Director of Clinical Education roles and 
responsibilities. J Phys Ther Educ. 32(4):325-332, December 2018. 
 
Applebaum D. To the Physical Therapy Education Community. J Phys Ther Educ 
2017; 31(3):7-9. 
 
Applebaum D, Portney LG, Kolosky L, McSorley O, Olimpio D, Pelletier D, Zupkus M. 
Building Physical Therapist Education Networks. J Phys Ther Educ 2014; 28:30-38. 
 
Wetherbee E, Peatman N, Kenney D, Cusson M, Applebaum D. Standards for Clinical 
Education: A Qualitative Study. J Phys Ther Educ 2010; 24(3):35-43. 
 
Portney LG, Applebaum DL.  Integrating Objectives for Clinical Education, Research 
and Service Learning Into Community Health Promotion Projects. J Phys Ther Educ 
2006; 20(3):18-24. 
 
Portney LG, Knab MS, Applebaum D. Clinical Internship Resource Guide. Alexandria, 
VA, American Physical Therapy Association, 2004. 
 
Hurwitz D. Evaluation of the One-Year Internship Program in Physical Therapy at the 
MGH Institute of Health Professions.  Lesley College, 1998. 
 
 
PEER-REVIEWED PRESENTATIONS AND ABSTRACTS 

 
2022 (Accepted) Haladay, D, Applebaum D, Fitzgerald C et al. 

Development of an Evidence-Based Practice-Specific Entrustable 
Professional Activity for Doctor of Physical Therapy Students. Poster 
Presentation, APTA Education Leadership Conference, October 
2022, Milwaukee WI. 
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2020 Applebaum D, Appling S, Chesbro S, Jensen G, Larsen D, Meachem 
C, Timmerberg J. Envisioning the Future of PT Education: Building 
Our Strategic Path Forward in the Second Century. APTA Education 
Leadership Conference Educational Session, Virtual Conference. 
October 2020. 

2019 Rodriguez J, Applebaum D, Black L. A New Perspective on 
Collaborative Models: Team Approaches to Clinical Education in the 
Academic Setting. Platform Presentation, APTA Education 
Leadership Conference, Bellevue, WA. October 2019. 

2018 Hack L, Jensen G, Gwyer J, Mostrom E, Nordstrom T, Chancler C, 
Irons S, Rowe R, Tomlinson SS, Applebaum D, Flom-Meland C. 
Authentic Voices in Academic and Clinical Partnerships: Making It 
Work. APTA Education Leadership Conference Educational Session. 
Jacksonville, FL. October 2018. 
 

2018 Engelhard C, McCallum C, Applebaum D, Teglia V. The rising 
phoenix in academic physical therapy: revelations about clinical 
education. Educational session at Educational Leadership 
Conference, Jacksonville, FL, October 2018. 
 

2018 Engelhard C, McCallum C, Applebaum D, Teglia V. Establishing a 
Taxonomy for the Role of the Director of Clinical Education. Platform 
Presentation, APTA Combined Sections Meeting, New Orleans, LA. 

2017 McCallum C, Engelhard C, Applebaum D, Teglia V. Trends, Issues, 
Challenges and the Director of Clinical Education: Preparing for a 
New Direction in Physical Therapist Clinical Education. Platform 
Presentation, APTA Combined Sections Meeting, San Antonio, TX. 

2016 Applebaum D, Kelly MK, Tomlinson, S, Deppeler D, Arslanian A, 
Rowe R, Roesch R. Moving Clinical Education Forward: Preparing the 
Future DPT. Presentation, APTA NEXT Meeting, Nashville TN. 

2013 Applebaum DL, Nelson L, Palaima M.  Academic and Clinical 
Collaboration to Manage Challenges in Clinical Education.  
Presentation, APTA Combined Sections Meeting, San Diego, CA. 

2012 Applebaum DL, Folger A, O’Dea M, Zeytoonjian T.  A Model of 
Interprofessional Clinical Education to Develop Skills in Providing 
Team-based, Patient-centered Care and Professional Competencies.  
Presentation, APTA Education Leadership Conference, Greenwich, 
CT. 
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2012 Applebaum DL, Delitto A, Deppeler D.  The One-Year Clinical 
Internship:  Making Novice Physical Therapist Development 
Affordable. Presentation, APTA Combined Sections Meeting, Chicago 
IL. 

2008 Wetherbee E, Applebaum D, Cusson M, Peatman N, Kenney D.  
Clinical and Academic Stakeholders’ Focus Group Discussions on 
Optimal Conditions for Clinical Education.  Presentation, Educational 
Leadership Conference, Phoenix, AZ. 

2005 Applebaum, DL, Knab, MS.  Implementing Yearlong Clinical 
Internships in Physical Therapy Clinical Education.  Presentation, 
APTA Annual Conference, Boston, MA. 

2005 Portney, LG, Applebaum, DL.  Community-Based Student Projects           
Integrating Skills in Research, Health Promotion, Education and 
Consultation.  Poster Presentation, APTA Combined Sections 
Meeting, New Orleans, LA.   

2004 Applebaum, DL.  Community Health Promotion Using a Service-
Learning Model at Multiple Sites.  Poster Presentation, APTA 
Combined Sections Meeting, Nashville, TN.  

2003 Creating a Service-Learning Course.  Telebriefing to Community-
Campus Partnerships for Health, Physical Therapy Section. 

 
 
 
PROFESSIONAL ASSOCIATIONS 

1986-Present American Physical Therapy Association 
     Education Section 
     Geriatric Section 
     Health Policy and Administration Section 
 

2002-Present New England Consortium of Clinical Educators 

2002-Present Amputee Coalition of America 
 
 
PROFESSIONAL ACTIVITIES/SERVICE 

2021 Chair (appointed), ACAPT Membership Review Task Force 

2020 APTA Education Leadership Partnership Culminating Strategy 
Process. Appointed member of core group of leads for ELP strategy 
meetings (2018-2020) to participate in culminating strategy process 
with ELP and consultants to lead a PT Education Strategic Plan. 

2020 Co-lead, APTA Education Leadership Partnership Academic-Clinical 
Partnerships Strategy Meeting 
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2019 Invited Participant, APTA Education Leadership Partnership Essential 
Resources Strategy Meeting 

2019 Invited Participant, APTA Education Leadership Partnership 
Outcomes Strategy Meeting 

2018-Present Co-lead, APTA Education Leadership Partnership Clinical Education 
Strategy Group. Responsible for planning October 2018 Clinical 
Education Strategy Meeting and leading strategy and implementation 
for follow-up recommendations. 

2017 Co-chair, APTA Education Leadership Partnership Ad Hoc Committee 
on Best Practices for Physical Therapist Clinical Education. 

2014 Invited Participant, APTA Clinical Education Summit, Education 
Leadership Conference, Kansas City, MO. 

2013-2019 ACAPT National Consortium of Clinical Educators 
2016-2019: Chair, 2nd Term 
2014-2016: Inaugural Chair, 1st Term 
2013-2014: Co-Chair, Organizing Committee 

2015-Present ACAPT Terminal Internship Consortium, Founding Member 

2011-2015 APTA Private Practice Section Task Force on One-Year Clinical 
Internship 

2011-2013 Ad Hoc Committee, Innovations in Clinical Education, New England 
Consortium of Clinical Educators 

2007 Invited Participant, APTA Consensus Conference on Standardization 
in Clinical Education 

2003 Facilitator, Designing a Clinical Curriculum of a One-Year Physical 
Therapy Internship:  A Consensus Conference, MGH Institute of 
Health Professions 

2002-2019 Awards Committee, New England Consortium Clinical Educators 

2003-2017 Education/Clinical Faculty Institute Committee, New England 
Consortium of Academic Coordinators of Clinical Education 

2015-2017: Member 

2005-2015: Chair  

2004 Technology Committee, New England Consortium of Academic 
Coordinators of Clinical Education 

 
 
INVITED PRESENTATIONS 

2023 (Planned) 2023 Pauline Cerasoli Lecture. APTA Combined Sections 
Meeting. February 2023, San Diego CA. 

2022 (Planned) A Vision for Excellence in Physical Therapy Education: A 
2022 Action Update. APTA Education Leadership Conference, 
October 2022, Milwaukee WI. 

2006-2007 Transforming Clinical Education. APTA Combined Sections Meeting, 
February 2006, San Diego, CA; APTA Annual Conference, June 
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2006, Orlando, FL; APTA Combined Sections Meeting, February 
2007, Boston, MA; APTA Annual Conference, June 2007, Denver, 
CO. 

2006 Reynolds P, Portney LG, Applebaum DL. Facilitating Skills in 
Research, Education and Citizenship Through Community 
Partnerships and Service-Learning.  Presentation, APTA Combined 
Sections Meeting, San Diego, CA. 

2005   Considerations of Designing Varied Clinical Education Models.   
APTA Combined Sections Meeting, New Orleans, LA, February 24, 
2005. 

2001 Occupational Therapy Management of the Amputee Patient, Guest 
Lecturer, COTA Program, Mass Bay Community College 

1999, 2000, 
2001, 2005 

Preprosthetic and Prosthetic Training of the Lower Extremity 
Amputee, Guest Lecturer, Physical Therapy Program, Springfield 
College 

 
 
 
 
GRANTS AND CONTRACTS 

2021-2022 Co-Investigator, Relationships in Doctor of Physical Therapy Clinical 
Education: Voices of the Key Stakeholders. Principal Investigator: 
Jamie Greco, PT, DPT, EdD. $12,417 grant awarded from APTA 
Academy of Physical Therapy Education. 

2021-2022 Consultant, Development of a Novel Evidence-Based Practice-
Specific Entrustable Professional Activity for Doctor of Physical 
Therapy Student Clinical Education. Principal Investigator: Douglas 
Haladay, PT, DPT, PhD, MHS. $40,000 grant from Foundation for 
Physical Therapy Research. 

2015-2016 

 

 

Co-Investigator, Trends, Issues and Challenges and the Director of 
Clinical Education: Preparing for a New Direction in Physical 
Therapist Clinical Education. $10,000 grant from Education Section, 
APTA. 

 

2001-2004 Project Assistant, Investigation of Alternative Models of Physical 
Therapist Professional Clinical Education: A Proposal to Study 
Implementation of a One-Year Clinical Internship in Physical Therapy, 
American Physical Therapy Association 

 
 
 
HONORS AND AWARDS 

2021 Lucy Blair Service Award, American Physical Therapy Association 

2003, 2004, 
2005, 2006, 
2007, 2008, 

Partners in Excellence Award 
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2009, 2011, 
2012 

2002 Clinical Educator of the Year Award, New England Consortium of 
Academic Coordinators of Clinical Education 

 
 
UNIVERSITY SERVICE 
 

2019 MGH Institute Strategic Plan (Phase 2) SP5b-Build a Diverse and 
Inclusive Community, Clinical Team. 

2018 MGH Institute Strategic Plan (Phase 1) SP6, Integrate Resources 

2005-2019 Faculty Advisor, Physical Therapy Club 

2016-2019: Marquette Challenge Advisor 

2005-2016: Faculty Co-advisor 

2016-2017 Search Committee, PT Department Chair 

2016-Present Faculty Governance and Academic Policies Committee, MGH 
Institute of Health Professions Senate 

2014-2016 Institutional Effectiveness Placement Contracting Team 

2011-2013 

 

Chair, MGH Institute Provost Clinical Affiliations and Community 
Outreach Committee 

 

2010-2012 

 

Chair, Advisory Board, Physical Therapy Center for Clinical Education 
and Health Promotion 

 

2010-2012 Committee on Academic Policies and Procedures, PT Department 

2009 Strategic Planning Implementation Team:  Resource Alignment 

2008 NEASC Self-Study Subcommittee:  Standard VI-Students 

2003-2004, 
2007 

Hearing Committee, MGH Institute of Health Professions 
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